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1.0 Abstract 

Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has built a database of vessels known 
to have wrecked in the north of Cardigan Bay. This was undertaken as part of their investigation 
in to the vessel designated under the Protection of Wreck Act (1973) as the ‘Diamond’. The 
‘Diamond had been wrecked on Sarn Badrig Reef in January 1825, but the vessel designated was 
later determined not to be the ‘Diamond’.  
During the process the database developed in to a large collection on names for vessels lost in 
the vicinity, however there is little investigative work that has been undertaken this project aims 
to look into the history of some of these vessels adding to the national historic record. This 
project was launched during the Corona Virus Pandemic, as a web-archive project giving 
interested individuals a focus during “lock-down”. 
This report focuses on the wreck Owen Morris (1907) a schooner that went ashore on Black Rock, 
Criccieth, North Waled. 

2.0  Index 
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The sole contributor to the text within this report is the author. However the author acknowledges 
that without the internet databases that have been developed this review could not have been 
possible. This includes the Lloyd’s Register Foundation Historic and Education Centre which 
provide access to multiple resources regarding the Lloyd’s Register and Returns via their website. 

2.5  Abbreviations 

MADU   Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit 
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3. Introduction 

Since 2001 the Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) has built a database of vessels known 
to have wrecked in the north of Cardigan Bay. This was undertaken as part of their investigation 
in to the vessel designated under the Protection of Wreck Act (1973) as the ‘Diamond’. The 
‘Diamond had been wrecked on Sarn Badrig Reef in January 1825, but the vessel designated was 
later determined not to be the ‘Diamond’.  
During the process the database developed in to a large collection on names for vessels lost in 
the vicinity, however there is little investigative work that has been undertaken this project aims 
to look into the history of some of these vessels adding to the national historic record. This 
project was launched during the Corona Virus Pandemic, as a web-archive project giving 
interested individuals a focus during “lock-down”. 
Using archive records available on the internet this project aims to see how much information 
regarding the wrecks listed in the MADU data set. The research will look at newspaper archives, 
Lloyd’s Register plus any other identified resource. This particular report will focus specifically on 
the wreck of the Owen Morris. 
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4. Background 

Prior to undertaking this report the author had no knowledge of the Owen Morris, except for name and date of 
wrecks (08 December 1907). A review of secondary sources2, 24 reveals a significant amount of detail regarding 
herald the circumstances surrounding her demise. However, secondary sources, as per their defini3on, are 
wriTen post date in ques3on and should be used with cau3on is repor3ng historical events1. Therefore this 
report, whilst recognising the importance of secondary sources in their own right will review the primary 
sources available and draw conclusions based on this evidence.  

Loca%on 

According to sources the Owen Morris is reported to have come ashore at Black Rock Cave, Criccieth, North 
Wales. The posi3on cited in Larn2 is 52.54.15N 04.11W. Maps 1, 2 and 3 show in turn Bri3sh Isles, Wales and 
the Llyn Peninsular, North Wales, with the wreck site marked, showing the posi3on of the wreck in rela3on to 
Wales and the rest of the Bri3sh Isles. Map 4 shows the loca3on in more detail and is taken from the Coflein 
Website 
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5. Research Methodology   

This report will focus solely on archival material available through internet resources. As a start 
the name of the vessel - Owen Morris - plus the approximate location - Black Rock, Criccieth - 
and the date of the wrecking - 08 December 1907 - are known. Therefore these will form the 
initial terms of any search undertaken. 

Newspaper archives 

There are two primary newspaper archives available on-line which cover Welsh related events: 

1. Welsh Newspaper Archive: hTps://newspapers.library.wales 
2. British Newspaper Archive: hTps://www.bri3shnewspaperarchive.co.uk 

Both of these resources would be searched using the “Advanced Search” option in order to focus 
the search. It is important to note that a number of the Welsh newspapers are not published in 
English and therefore translation of these texts will be required to ensure that there is no 
information omitted. 

Search Terms: 
- Owen Morris 
- Black Rock 
- December 1907 

Documentary Archives 

There are multiple repositories of documents relating to wrecks available on-line. Key amongst 
these is the Lloyd’s Register Foundation Heritage and Education Centre which provides an 
invaluable repository of, not only, Lloyd’s Register but also the Casualty Returns. Other resources 
will also be accessed as listed below and using the previously determined search terms: 

- Lloyd’s Register; https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/lloyds-register-of-ships-
online 

- Lloyd's Casualty Returns; https://hec.lrfoundation.org.uk/archive-library/casualty-returns 
- Crew List Index; https://crewlist.org.uk/#top 
- Plimsoll Database, Board of Trade Wreck Reports; https://southampton.spydus.co.uk/cgi-

bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/COMB_LOCAL 

Once the particulars of the incident surrounding the wrecking have been examined information 
taken from this evidence to further explore the career of the Owen Morris, including voyages, 
crew and cargo. It may also be possible to explore the history of her owner through archives such 
as ancestry.co.uk. 
The search terms for this will be defined by the information found in the primary sources and are 
therefore subject to be as yet unknown. Any terms that are used will be described in the text, so 
that replication is possible. 
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6. Results    

Table 1 

Vessel Name/s Owen Morris

Type Schooner

Built Date March 1891

Porthmadoc 

North Wales

Builder D. Jones

Construction Materials Wood; salted

Decks 1

Bulkheads Not Given

Propulsion Type Sail

Details 3 Masts

Dimensions Length 102’ 2”

Beam 23’ 9”

Draught 12’ 1”

Tonnage Gross 168

Net 139

Owner Owen Morris

36 Madoc Street, Portmadoc, Carnarvonshire; later 
moved to 49 High Street Portmadoc, Carnarvon

Registry Port Carnarvon

Flag British

Number 92202

History Routes Newfoundland

Cargo Fish, general cargo

Final Voyage From Naples

To Portmadoc

Captain David Roberts, Portmadoc
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Lloyd's Register  

1894 - https://archive.org/stream/lloydsregisters12unkngoog#page/n448/mode/2up3 

1896 - https://archive.org/stream/lloydsregisters04unkngoog#page/n399/mode/2up4 

1897 - https://archive.org/stream/lloydsregisters27unkngoog#page/n338/mode/2up5 

1898 - https://archive.org/stream/lloydsregisters14unkngoog#page/n314/mode/2up6 

1899 - https://archive.org/stream/lloydsregisters97unkngoog#page/n134/mode/1up7 

These Registers are the only ones available on line which are legible 

Lloyd's Casualty Return 

 1907 - Returns of Vessels Totally Lost, Condemned &c. 1 October to 31 December, page 128 

Mercantile Navy List 

•1892 - Page 580, https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?
year=1891&name=OWEN+MORRIS&steamsail=Sail&year=1892+&submit=enter9 

•1893 - Page 592, https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?
year=1892&name=OWEN+MORRIS&steamsail=Sail&year=1893+&submit=enter10 

•1894 - Page 604, https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?
year=1893&name=OWEN+MORRIS&steamsail=Sail&year=1894+&submit=enter11 

•1895 - Page 610, https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?
year=1893&name=OWEN+MORRIS&steamsail=Sail&year=1894+&submit=enter12 

•1896 - Page 620, https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?
year=1893&name=OWEN+MORRIS&steamsail=Sail&year=1894+&submit=enter13 

•1897 - Page 635, https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?
year=1896&name=OWEN+MORRIS&steamsail=Sail&year=1897+&submit=enter14 

•1898 - Page 644, https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?
year=1897&name=OWEN+MORRIS&steamsail=Sail&year=1898+&submit=enter15 

•1899 - Page 659, https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?
year=1898&name=OWEN+MORRIS&steamsail=Sail&year=1899+&submit=enter16 

•1900 - Page 641, https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?
year=1899&name=OWEN+MORRIS&steamsail=Sail&year=1900+&submit=enter17 

•1902 - Page 681, https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?
year=1900&name=OWEN+MORRIS&steamsail=Sail&year=1902+&submit=enter18 

Crew 6 (total) listed in discussion

Cargo In ballast 

Wrecking Date 08 December 1907

Location Black Rock Caves, Criccieth; Carnarvonshire

Cause Foundered

Loss of life None

Outcome Total Loss
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•1903 - Page 693, https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?
year=1902&name=OWEN+MORRIS&steamsail=Sail&year=1903+&submit=enter19 

•1904 - Page 724, https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?
year=1903&name=OWEN+MORRIS&steamsail=Sail&year=1904+&submit=enter20 

•1906 - Page 758, https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?
year=1904&name=OWEN+MORRIS&steamsail=Sail&year=1906+&submit=enter21 

•1907 - Page 781, https://crewlist.org.uk/data/viewimages?
year=1906&name=OWEN+MORRIS&steamsail=Sail&year=1907+&submit=enter22 

Newspaper Reports of Wrecking 
• Owen Morris (1907) Lloyd’s List, 10 December23 
• Untitled (1907) Lloyd’s List, 11 December25 
• Wrecked at the Black Rocks (1907) The Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard, 13 

December26 
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7. Discussion 

The Owen Morris was built in 1891 by D. Jones of Portmadoc for Owen Morris, also of Portmadoc. 
She is consistently recorded in the Lloyd’s Register of Shipping3 - 7, as far as it is possible to 
ascertain from online shipping as not all editions of the Register are available at this time. 
According to the Register she was a 3 masted, single deck schooner of 139 Net tons and 102 feet 
in length (refer to table 1). From these records it is suggested that she underwent no significant 
repairs in her life time and that she was rated A1. Whilst her owner was consistent through out 
her life her ships master was not. Certainly until 1899 / 1900 her master was Captain R. 
Pritchard, whilst her master when she wrecked was Captain David Roberts. Data obtained from 
the Mercantile Navy List9 -22, in which she is recorded in every year from her registration through 
to wrecking confirming the information obtained from the Lloyd’s Registers.  

According to the Lloyd’s Casualty Return for 19078 she was wrecked on 8 December 1907 at 
Black Rock Caves, not far from her destination of Portmadoc. There were only three newspaper 
reports identified regarding the wrecking. On 10 December Lloyd’s agent indicates23 that she was 
driven ashore during a severe gale, resulting in her breaking up quickly and the crew having been 
rescued by the lifeboat from Criccieth. This report does slightly contradict itself as it first suggests 
that the Owen Morris had been on a voyage from Naples to Portmadoc, whilst later indicating that 
she had come from Genoa, although this could be considered a small detail. The Lloyd’s List of 11 
December25 gives information regarding the rescue of the crew and a brief account of events 
leading up to the wrecking in that she was seen dragging her anchors but did not signal any 
distress until 13:00 when the Criccieth Lifeboat was put out and brought all her crew off. It is not 
until the publication of the Cambrian News on 13 December that a detailed report is published.  

It seems that the Owen Morris had been busy. According to the report she had traveled to Naples 
from Newfoundland carrying a cargo of fish and departed around the 28 November in ballast 
heading for Portmadoc, where she was to undergo re-classification. This was a journey she never 
completed. On the Saturday night she anchored in St. Tudwal’s Roads, from where she set off 
next morning in thick fog. A severe gale blew up from the SW and the Owen Morris dropped 
anchors rather than try to make port, given the severity of the seas. She started to pull her 
anchors, drifting towards Black Rocks and the crew set off distress signals and are duly rescued 
as already described25. The storm continued in to the small hours and the schooner was driven 
into the large cave at Black Rock, which is noted to face directly out to sea. By Monday afternoon 
she was a total wreck, with one mast gone and bulwarks smashed, and attracting onlookers. Only 
1 photograph relating to this has been found and can be seen on the cover of this report. 

This article goes on to provide a list of the crew: 
David Roberts, Portmadoc (Master) 
Henry Jones, Pwllheli (Mate) 
R H Williams, Portinmorwic 
Robert Davies, Portinmorwic 
David Owen, Molfre 
Griffith Pritchard, Criccieth 

All crew members are rescued and looked after by the locals and it is interesting to see that 
Captain Roberts wrote a public letter of thanks to all involved which was published in the article. 
Due to the names of the owner and master being relatively common in the areas where they are 
reported to be from it has not been possible to obtain any further data regarding them at this 
time. There are further non-digitised records available but at this time, due to the situation 
archives are not accessible. This though does leave scope for future work. 
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Further searches were undertaken of newspapers to identify any voyages of the Owen Morris. 
Whilst some partial pieces of information were identified they did not warrant discussion on their 
own merit and should only be included in a future project that has access to more sources, such 
as official log books. At this time these are not available due to the closure of repositories due to 
COVID-19.  
Searches were also undertaken in the RNLI on-line database, however these failed to reveal any 
of the lifeboat reports regarding the rescue. For these searches the broadest terms were used 
including Owen Morris; Criccieth and dates in combination or singularly.  
A review on the internet search engine “Google” was also performed to ascertain whether there 
were any further images available of the wrecking given that so many people are reported to 
have visited the spectacle, again this did not reveal anything other than the single image. 

Whilst the data obtained in such a short time for this project is significant and provides a clear 
picture of the events surrounding the wrecking of the Owen Morris they do not provide the whole 
picture. This wrecking will likely have come under the review of a Board of Trade enquiry and the 
transcript from this would provide a legal summary of the incident and events leading up to it. It 
is possible to access some of these reports from the Plimsoll Database, but this is incomplete and 
a search of this repository was unrevealing on this occasion, therefore a review of the physical 
archive will need to be undertaken. This shows the limitation of internet only review.  

 13



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                     Nau3cal Archaeology Society 

8. Conclusions & Recommendations    

The evidence for this vessel suggests that she was a well built vessel. She was also reasonably 
young at the time of her wrecking. As there is no evidence of significant repair being undertaken 
on her from the Lloyd’s Registers it may be suggested that she may have had a relatively incident 
free career - although that will only be determined from further review of sources detailing her 
voyages. Therefore it seems a sad end to a vessel that had travelled from Newfoundland to 
Naples then back to her home of Portmadoc only to be wrecked within site of the harbour. It is, 
however fortunate that the crew were able to be saved by the lifeboat.  

From a research perspective it is surprising the amount of information that can be obtained 
purely through using the internet as a research tool. The archives accessed for this report have 
been varied in the information they hold and some require a subscription, although most are free. 
The information that can be obtained through the Lloyd’s Register Foundation Historic and 
Education Centre is a significant contribution to any research and can be accessed without 
charge. However it is not the complete story. There is still remaining a significant amount of 
archival records that as yet have not been digitised and remain in their original paper format. 
Therefore it is still necessary to undertake a physical review of these sources as without this it is 
impossible to complete any history for a vessel. Therefore a internet review should be only the 
starting point of any research obtaining as much information as possible regarding the subject 
then using that information to inform and plan visits to physical archives so that these visits can 
themselves be more focused and productive. 

Recommendations  

1. The Owen Morris was only active from 1892 through to 1907, a review of her logs would 
provide a detailed account of her voyages, cargo and crew. These and her registry documents 
are available at the National Archives; BT 110/186/12 

2. Owen Morris was owned by Owen Morris. A profile of her owner would provide more depth to 
her back story. 

3. It is unclear as to whether any of the Owen Morris remains at Black Rock cave. An initial 
exploration of the site may provide this information. Based on the results of this further 
fieldwork may be considered 

4. The newspaper articles reporting on the sinking report that there were many spectators 
viewing her wrecked at Black Rock, so far only one image has been identified. A review of the 
local history library at Criccieth and Pwllheli may reveal more images as yet unpublished on the 
internet. 
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